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17.  A list of the entries at Stationers' Hall to be sent monthly to the
libraries.
18.  Copies to be demanded by the libraries within three months,
and to be sent within one month after demand.
19.  The libraries to preserve what they demand, and neither sell,
waste, nor give away any of the copies.
20.  Copyright in a work to be made twenty-eight years certain.
Despite all attempts to gain some alleviations of the tax, little
appreciable satisfaction was granted to the booksellers. The
Committee resolved that no radical changes in the copyright acts
were necessary. In fact, on 17 June 1813, this body reported to
Parliament: "That the continuing the delivery of all new works,
and in certain cases, of subsequent editions, to the libraries now
entitled to receive them, will tend to the advancement of learning,
and to the diffusion of knowledge, without imposing any con-
siderable burden on the authors, printers, or publishers of such
works." A few slight modifications were however submitted to
the House for consideration. The Committee suggested that
ordinary paper, instead of best paper, would suffice for the print-
ing of the copies for the libraries other than the British Museum;
that, excepting the British Museum, the copies should be de-
livered only on demand; and that an alternative with regard to
subsequent editions be provided in certain cases, namely, that
the additions could be printed separately and delivered in this
form. The importance of supplying the British Museum with a
copy of every new book and reprint was stressed. An extension of
the term of copyright was also suggested as compensation for the
loss of the eleven copies.1
The copyright libraries were said to be "enjoying the harvest
granted to them so unexpectedly by the decision of the Court of
King's Bench in 1812" and that they were therefore unwilling to
accept any diminution of the privilege. Critics of the time also
said that this explained the unsympathetic recommendation of
the Copyright Committee. But the truth is that the "harvest"
was of a purely imaginary character, existing in the minds of the
publishers alone. Edward Christian, describing the books re-
ceived under the privilege at this time, wrote: "The publications
now sent to the Universities are comparatively very few, and of
this small number almost every article is of trifling value. In
1 Report of the Select Committee on Copyright, 1813.